
2012 AGENDA 

Arctic Viral Hepatitis Working Group 
August 3, 2012 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
4000 Ambassador Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
 
Conference Room 4 
 
 

 Public Morning Session – Viral Hepatitis in the Arctic  

 
8:30 a.m.  

Welcome, Opening Remarks and Introductions 
 
Dr. Brian McMahon          Clinical and Scientific Director 
                                        Liver Disease and Hepatitis Program 
                                        Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
  
Mr. Roald Helgesen         Chief Executive Officer 
                                        Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
 
Dr. Jay Butler                  Director of Community Health Services 
                                        Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
 
Ms. H. Sally Smith           Health Research Review Committee Chairperson  
                                        Bristol Bay Health Corporation Board Member 
                                        ANTHC Board Member 

  

 
9:00 a.m. – 
10:30a.m. 

2012 Regional Viral Hepatitis Epidemiology Updates 
Moderator: Dr. Brian McMahon  
 
9:00            Alaska - Tribal Perspective               Dr. Brian McMahon 
                                                                         & Dr. Stephen Livingston  
 
9:15            State of Alaska                                Ginger Provo RN 
 
9:30            Greenland                                       Dr. Anders Koch 
 
9:45            Canada                                           Dr. Gerald Minuk 
 
10:00            Russia                                           Dr. Vladimir Chulanov 
 
10:15          Panel Discussion and Questions 

 



 
10:30 a.m.  

Coffee 
 

 
10:45a.m.-
11:45a.m. 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention and Care 
Moderator: Dr. Timothy Thomas  
 
10:45      Alaska Hepatitis B Longitudinal Vaccine Cohort – Latest Findings 
                             Dr. Michael Bruce 
 
11:00      Vaccination Updates from Greenland  
                                      Dr. Malene Børresen 
 
11:15      Hepatitis C Infection in indigenous peoples of Canada  
                                      Dr. Julia Rempel 
 
11:30      Panel Discussion and Questions 
 

 

 
11:45 a.m. 

Adjourn for Lunch and Afternoon Closed Session 
LUNCH 
Lunch Provided by the American Society for Circumpolar Health 
ANTHC Consortium Office Building - Conference Room 4 and first floor atrium 
 

 

Afternoon Closed Session - Study Updates and Potential Collaborations 
Members of Arctic Viral Hepatitis Working Group 
 

 
 

12:30p.m. –      Molecular Pathogenesis of hepatitis B and hepatitis C 
2:00  p.m.         Moderator: Dr. Carla Osiowy 

 
12:30    Molecular Epidemiology of the Hepatitis B Virus amongst Alaska Native Persons 
                                         Dr. Yury Khudyakov 
                                       
12:50     Molecular and functional analyses of HBV genotype F in Alaska 
                                         Dr. Yasuhito Tanaka 
 
1 :10      Hepatitis B Genetics and Disease 
                                        Dr.  Masashi Mizokami 
 
1:30       Viral Genetic Distribution and Studies in Greenland  
                                        Dr. Malene Børresen  
 

                1 :50      Panel Discussion and Questions 
 

 

 

 



 
2:00p.m. 

 
Coffee  

 
2:15p.m.-
3:15p.m. 

Potential and Current Collaborations – Viral Hepatitis Research 
Moderator: Dr. Henrik Krarup 
 
2:15  The Arctic Hepatitis B Genotype – Updates on B6 Collaborations    
                                              Dr. Carla Osiowy 
 
2:30  Exploring Mechanisms of Hepatitis B Viral-Host Interactions in the Arctic 
                                              Dr. Brenna Simons 
             
2:45  Alaska Viral Hepatitis Registries and Cohorts: Latest Works 
                                     Dr. Brian McMahon and Dr. Stephen Livingston 
 
3:00      Panel Discussion and Questions 
 

 

 
3:15p.m.-
4:30p.m. 

Arctic Viral Hepatitis Working Group – Annual Planning and Discussion 
Moderators:  2012 Committee (Brian, Henrik, Carla and Brenna) 
Discuss Online Pre-Survey from Group 

 

 
4:30 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. 

Wrap-up 
Next Circumpolar Working Group Meeting:  Copenhagen – September 2013 
Selection of New Steering Group 

• Dinner – Location To Be Determined, At own cost 
 

   
 
Meeting Information: Parking: Is free and open at the ANTHC Consortium Office building (4000 
Ambassador Drive) as well as across the lake on Ambassador Drive. Contacts:  Brenna Simons (907-
729-1563-office or 907-980-6830-mobile phone) and the ANTHC Liver Disease and Hepatitis Program 
907-729-1560. 
 
 
UNABLE TO TRAVEL OR ATTEND IN PERSON?  Please join us by dialing in using Adobe Connect 
 

1. Using your own computer: Log in as a guest with your name at: 
http://anthc.adobeconnect.com/arcticviralhep  
 
**Note: You w ill need Flash Player installed on your computer – if you do not have Flash 
please select the follow ing link for the free download:  http:/ / get.adobe.com/ flashplayer 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://anthc.adobeconnect.com/arcticviralhep
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer


Speaker Roster 
 
Brian McMahon M.D. 
Scientific and Medical Director 
Liver Disease and Hepatitis Program 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
Anchorage, Alaska  USA 
 
Ginger Provo RN 
Nurse Epidemiologist 
State of Alaska, Division of Public Health 
Anchorage, Alaska USA 
 
Anders Koch, MD, PhD, MPH 
Senior researcher 
Department of Epidemiology Research 
Statens Serum Institut 
Copenhagen, DENMARK 
 
Gerald Y. Minuk, M.D., FRCPC 
Professor of Medicine & Pharmacology 
Head, Section of Hepatology 
Department of Internal Medicine 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA 
 
Vladimir Chulanov PhD 
Director 
Reference Center for Viral Hepatitis 
Clinical Diagnostics and Research Center 
Central Research Institute of Epidemiology 
Moscow, RUSSIA 
 
Timothy Thomas MD 
Director of Clinical and Research Services 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
Anchorage, Alaska USA 
 
Michael Bruce MD, MPH 
Medical Epidemiologist  
Arctic Investigations Program 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Anchorage, Alaska  USA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Julia D. Rempel, PhD, BSc 
Director, Ooh-quin Immunology Laboratory 
Director, Liver Research Program Assistant 
Professor, Dept. Medicine/Immunology 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg , CANADA 
 
Malene Landbo Børresen. MD, PhD.  
Department of Epidemiology Research 
Staten Serum Institute 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
Pediatric Department 
Hviodvre Hospital 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
 
Carla Osiowy PhD 
Researcher 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA 
 
Yury Khudyakov PhD 
Laboratory Director 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Division of Viral Hepatitis 
Atlanta, Georgia  USA 
 
Yasuhito Tanaka MD, PhD 
Director 
Department of Virology and Liver Unit 
Nagoya City University Graduate School of Medical 
Sciences 
Kawasumi, Mizuho, Nagoya  JAPAN 
 
Masashi Mizokami MD PhD 
Director General 
The Research Center for Hepatitis and Immunology 
International Medical Center of Japan 
Konodai Hospital 
Konodai, Ichikawa, Chiba  JAPAN 
 
Henrik Krarup MD 
Physician Scientist 
 
Brenna Simons PhD 
Medical Research Associate 
Liver Disease and Hepatitis Program 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
Anchorage, Alaska USA 
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